
HOW HUMANS
HAVE CHANGED
THE PLANET 

What can we do to save the world?



LESSON OUTLINE
How humans adapt the landscape

How these changes affect the
environment 

Environmental impact

Responsible modification of the
environment

With Gavin McCormack



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?
Humans have been changing the physical
landscape for centuries to fit their needs. 

Can you think of ways that this is done?

What do you think are the effects of these
changes on the environment?



ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGE
How humans modify the environment

DAMS
Control the flow of water from natural sources. Also
used for irrigation and to prevent flooding of areas

inhabited by humans.

AGRICULTURE
Plots of land are cleared for farming and

caring for livestock.



MINING
The process by which precious minerals and

ores are extracted from the earth.

URBANIZATION
Growth of cities and other human

communities.

ENVIRONMENTAL
MODIFICATION
How humans modify the environment



THINK ABOUT THIS
What happens when we change the environmnet?



ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT
How the environment changes

ECOSYSTEM CHANGE
As humans change the environment, it affects
the natural cycle of the ecosystem that once

was there.

ENDANGERED SPECIES
Modification of the environment can result in the

displacement of different animal and plant
species, resulting in them becoming endangered.



RESPONSIBLE
MODIFICATION

ENERGY EFFICIENT
Use equipment that use less energy or use
renewable energy sources.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES
Find ways to implement changes that have
less negative impact.

ECO-FRIENDLY
MATERIALS
Use materials that are recyclable or
biodegradable.



YOUR TURN
Take a step back in time and look at how
your area was twenty years ago:

What are the changes that it has undergone
since? What is gone and what is new? 

Create a moodboard with Canva that shows
how it was then and how it is now.

References:
Puyallup School District. Human Geography. Puyallup School District,
2015, www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/16294.



RESOURCE PAGE
Use these icons and illustrations in your Canva
Presentation. Happy designing! Don't forget to delete
this page before presenting. 


